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usually held to assert this is not quite unambiguous : "It
is said that the Corinthians were the first to approach the
modern style of ship-building, and that Corinth was the first
place in Greece where triremes were built; and we find
Amcinokles, a Corinthian ship-builder, building four ships
for the Samians. It is about 300 years, from the end of this
war, since Ameinokles went to Samos." It is not perfectly
certain from this that Ameinokles' ships were triremes,
though it is probable. A little later, the historian adds the
important detail that even the most powerful sixth-century
navies—those of Polykrates of Samos, or Phokaia—were
composed chiefly of pentekonters, with a few triremes only ;
and that it was not long before the Persian War and the
death of Darius that the Sicilian tyrants, Korkyra, and then
Athens under Themistokles acquired large numbers of
these ships.
The Phoenician colonization of the West antedates the
Greek ; though Thucydides' statement (vi, 2) that Phoenician
" factories" once existed all round the coasts of Sicily
" occupying headlands and islands for the sake of trade
with the Sikels " may be doubted. In all the east of the
island, in all Signer Orsi's patient and long-continued
excavations, not a single Punic burial has yet been dis-
covered ; creating a strong presumption that no Phoenicians
were ever permanently in residence there. Thucydides'
authority for his few paragraphs on the peoples of Sicily—
perhaps Antiochos of Syracuse—probably, then, invented
the theory merely on a priori grounds, from the general
impression that Phoenicians had everywhere preceded Greeks
in the West, reinforced merely by a few place-names such as
Phoinikc, Phoinikoessa (or -oussa) which mean simply
" Palm-Tree Point " or the like. At the same time, I cannot
fully share Dr, Bcloch's complete scepticism about all the
traditions of early Phoenician activity in the West.1 We
have to remember the Phoenicians of the Odyssey, and to
account for the fact that Oriental and Cypriote merchandise
1 "DiePhoenikeramWestlichenMittelmeer*': G,G* I, ii, -xx.il Meyer on
the Phoenicians, in his Oesch, fas Alierlwnst II, ii, is much more moderate.

